WHATARETHEY? ~ '

Plastics are synthetic maianals made from hydrocarbons found in 0|I
- -and natural gas. Small molecules, called monomers, are bonded |nto
chains called polymers. Plastic is light, easily shaped and durable.

. Plésﬁc is used for packagir(g, in cars, as bags, in hospitals, for toys

" and in computers. o

Plastics

 WHAT PLASTICS CAN YOU RECYCLE?

Plastic bottles with the codes 1 and 2 on the bottom havée the -
‘strongest markets for recycling and are collected [ municipal

pfbgrams. Beverage containers are recycied when:

» Non-alcoholic bottles are returned.for refund to retim-it depots,
through school pregrams, or 1o local grocers

o~ alcoholic beverage containers are returned for refund to hqucr :

distribution centres.
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_QUICK
FACTS"

250/0 is how much
thinner soft drink
bottles are'since 1977.

10 softdrink -

bottles are required to -

make the fibrefill for
' one.ski jacket.

40 plastic

bottles make oné
. square metfe of

.carpeting.

50%:of all
polyester carpet made
in'the U.S. is miade
from recycled -

beverage containers,

20% - 40%
recycled content is
-common in plastic *
bonleg for shampoo, .
skin care or laundry

¢ soap.

40 soft drink
botiles are needed to
< make therecycled .
fibrefill of ore
sleeping bag. !

27,000

tonnes of plastic
were recycled by
GVRD'residents and
businesses in 1999..

1billion. - .

pounds of plastics are.
~ landfilled each year as

discarded electronics,
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WHAT ARE PLASTICS RECYCLED INTO? ) c R
. Comalners have their type of plastlc stamped on the bottom.

RECYCLED PRODUCTS

Polyelhylone Terephthalato ’ | soft ok borties “Pullover sweatshirs
1 Clear and tough with the ability to contain caition dioxide. Most Peantt butter jars . Pillow stuffing -
L ‘e,ommonly recycled plastic in North America, Liquorbottles ~ co ‘| Carpet backing v
A | High Density Polyethylene Milk or juice jugs . Plasfic lumber
2 Exceltent protective qualities and very strofig. Seoond most Motor oils - Blue boxes & compost bins
c. . recycled plastsc inNorth Amenca Shampoo or bleach bomes Consumer bottles
’ n Polyvinyl Chloridé : ’ Wrapping for meat ) Drainage pipes -+ :
Ls ’) Clear Extenswe use in constraction |ndustry Wzgf ;Em:;m .« | Cableinsulation - .
. . - - | Siding, doors, -frames .
A' Low Densny Plyethylene ’ Bread bags . Plastic lymber. (playgrounds)
L4 ‘) Flexible and strong Most commonly used in flexible plasnc film. Milk pouches Compost bins
Grocery bags ) -
Polypropylene - syri Ketchup bottles ) lce scrapers .,
@.) Stong it  igh meling pon. Good for packaging ot led Aé;'{;,?g pzrtfs upbottes Industrial packing cases
produéts. Lu'ggage : C - Automotive battery cases'
ﬂ Polystyrene T Eoam cups S .
LG‘) _Cledr, can be ‘fpamed’ and, prowd% excellent insulation and 'Cumpactpdlsk cases Cassetle & CD cases
protection. ‘ n Filler in concrete forms .| Offica acosssores
Other R - . " | Pichic tables
7 Includes other resins, composites and faminatgs. . [ Safew 9|35895 . Outdoor signs
5 c_ . . - : . Automotive fail lights . )
’ ; IR ) T i ~  ‘Sources
WHAT ARE CONTAMINANTS? . lps - American Pascs
Contaminants include paper, glass, metal, resxdues of previous cantenls, REDUCE o
X g . Canadi i
sanid and unacceptable plastics. These contaminants can résultin high - Use a feusable shopping bag or caitier. - Ind::lr'ya.n Plastes
iaintenance costs, poor qualiy pellets and ingreased waste. : * " Resistputing ll he frts and vegetables into -~ -  Merin Plastics - -
- . - . 7 separate plastic bags. EPIC website *
WHERE ARE PLASTICS PROCESSED? - - e Purchase products with little or no packagmg Business Week J;me
There are approximately 100 plastic recycling plant§ in Canada, Merlin ‘ i ] ) ) 22000
Plastics Supply Inc., located in Delta, is the main plastic processofin . - . - s L ;
asiios Supply e, losalct plasle processor : REUSE - - , RECYCLING
. Bppsﬁ Columbia. ENVI‘ Plastics Lu!'nber Inc., also in the Lower Mainland, Chooss packaging thal can be reused or recydled, - QUESTIONS?
mam;[actures plastic lumber from recycled plastic. . Reuse plastic containers for literess lunches. ‘:g ﬂ;{e i
. . : 3 ing.
Organize office supplies, hardware or knick-knacks in reused Homneecyc e -
WHAT IS THE VALUE OF RECYCLED PLASTICS? st confines, o “at (604) 7329253
Recyded plastic pellets compete on the open markel with plastic made e T : > or 1.800 667 4321
frem raw resources. When the pfice of oil fluctuates, so too does the price ) - . . - B Other Justthe. ' -
of raw plastic. Califomia and Oregon have recycled content legislafion and RECYCLE - . Facts available:
Leave labels on: Remove alt céps o - - Compost
~ + are key markets for recycled plastic. It is important to purchase products L g i
. Flatten mikjugs. . . orasseycing
that ensure end markats for recycled plastlc - RN RO ‘(‘;'I‘g"""‘
. : . T L ‘ " Gardogard
Generally, the value of the plastic of 100 1-litre plastic pop bottles ’ R I ﬁWMPﬂ%B
. - - * News T
returned for recycling s the same valug of one 1 botte fulofpopang-.  UPdated June2000 o paper .
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back on the grocesy shelf. - : . e CU T e,



